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Abstract 
 
This project was funded by the University of Lincoln Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Scheme (UROS) providing undergraduate students with the 
opportunity to work alongside academics on research projects to help develop 
their scholarly and employability skills. The history of the Barbican building 
(formerly known as the Albion hotel) on St Mary’s Street, opposite Lincoln’s 
railway station, transitions into a community asset. The Lincolnshire co-op and 
the University of Lincoln are now working in partnership on the building, which 
will be transformed into the Barbican creative hub to launch in spring 2024. 
Therefore, the project seeks to explore and uncover the voices of individuals 
who might not appear in more conventional histories, whilst tracking the 
relationship between ordinary lives and the built environment. Specifically, oral 
history techniques have been utilised to understand the importance of the 
building in the post-war period. Interestingly, the research revealed the 
Barbican fostered a sense of belonging and social change, which became an 
important element of nostalgia within the community. The appraisal further 
concludes the Barbican situates Lincoln into the larger cultural and historical 
contexts. 
 
Keywords: Community, ordinary lives, Pub Culture, built environment, oral 
history, social change. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
In 2023 Lincolnshire Co-op and the University of Lincoln announced a partnership to 
transform the Barbican Building in central Lincoln into a Creative Hub.  Sited adjacent 
to the recently completed bus station and on the edge of the Cornhill Quarter 
regeneration scheme, and itself the subject of several attempts at rejuvenation in the 
last decade, the Barbican is symbolic of the changing fortunes of Lincoln and urban 
Britain since the Second World War. This project - supported by the Undergraduate 
Research Opportunities Scheme (UROS), exemplifying ‘Student as Producer’ 
principle that drives the ‘Lincoln approach to teaching and learning’ (University of 
Lincoln, 2023) – is a unique piece of student-led research based on community 
engagement that addresses contemporary issues of heritage, place, and identity 
(Neary et al, 2014, 5). By collecting oral histories of ordinary people who know of or 
visited the Barbican, this project reveals how notions of belonging, local identity and 
social change are attached to the built environment. In doing so, it expands areas of 
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research associated with leisure and pastimes, such as music and pub going, and 
investigates the importance of these activities’ locations in people’s lives.   

  
Project Background 
 
The Barbican in Lincoln opened in 1867 and was known as a gentleman’s club 
before being renamed the Club House (George, 84). In July 1876, the name was 
changed to the Albion Hotel (George, 84). Following a long and varied history, the 
Albion Hotel was renamed the Barbican in 1983, and is currently closed for 
renovations (George, 86). Mervyn Davies and Terry Higgins took over the Barbican 
three months before the 1983 opening, in which they had extensive experience with 
pub houses prior to the space (No author, 1983). The ‘Hispano-Moresque’ style of 
the building was designed by local architects Messrs W Watkins and Son. (George, 
84) Lincolnshire Co-op and the University of Lincoln collaboration is turning the 
building into a new Creative Hub to launch in 2024, thus representing an opportune 
moment to use the interest generated in the building’s history, future, and place in the 
city to conduct a project so reliant on public engagement. I have particular interest in 
the building due to the local human engagement with the space, which relates to my 
studies in social and oral histories.  
 
Literature Review 
 
Oral history was chosen as a method for this project to both showcase individual 
lives that have been underrepresented in broader histories, and to reveal the 
relationship between identity and the built environment. Oral history can be both a 
‘scholarly and activist’ endeavour, contributing to community empowerment and 
societal transformation (Armitage and Gluck, 1998; Leavy, 2011, 5). This allows 
interviewees to reflect on, rebuild, and construct meaning from their past experiences 
in the present (Leavy, 23). Furthermore, oral history allows scholars to analyse 
‘people’s subjective experiences of shifting historical periods’, and how occurrences 
develop over time (Leavy, 23). Crucially, for this project - in which questions about 
the present and future of both the Barbican building and Lincoln as a lived city were 
as central as the recovery of information about the past – oral histories represent an 
act of historical production that reflects the contemporary concerns and opinions of 
those who produce it (Abrams, 2016). 
 
Heritage, place, memory, and identity is significant to consider in relation to the 
Barbican. ‘Place identity’ has been established by the ‘physical form of the built 
environment and its ensemble of symbols, icons and embodied values which lend 
meaning to a place because of the connections with layers of history’ (Kermani et al, 
406). This development is mirrored with the Barbican in which the building itself is 
associated with Lincoln’s local past. Alongside this, cultural landscapes can be public 
buildings and ‘without memory, a sense of self, identity, culture and heritage is lost’ 
(McDowell, 40-42). The functions and meanings of heritage is connected to the 
‘potential of landscapes’, specifically expressing ‘not only relationships in the present 
but also a society’s changing relationship to its past’ (McDowell, 49). In combination 
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with memory, place, heritage and identity, the Barbican is positioned within Lincoln 
as an interchangeable space with a multitude of local memories. These elements 
provide a sense of belonging in Lincoln’s local histories, providing a nexus in the 
broader narratives of community and nostalgia. 
 
Pub and music culture in the post-war period is often particularly associated with 
memories and recollections of periods of social change, and the stories participants 
associated with the Barbican show how recalling music and leisure at the site 
enhanced wider cultural narratives. Notably, pubs alongside their culture are part of 
‘everyday social practices of leisure and sociability’ and are where significant ‘life 
events such as birthdays, weddings, and retirements’ are celebrated or memorialised 
(Thurnell-Read, 4). The ‘everyday matters’ in pub spaces offer the ‘opportunity to link 
the smallest story to the largest social transformation’, and everyday practices allow 
us to view social change as ‘something resulting from the ‘ordinary activities by which 
people ‘negotiate their way through or around social structures’ (Thurnell-Read, 4). 
Costumer attachment to hospitality spaces has been widely considered, raising 
awareness of customer roles in the pub community (Sandiford et al, 273). This 
enables people to develop relationships with places, such as the Barbican, to 
understand their sense of belonging and social change. 
 
Methodology 
 
The results of this project were based on an analysis of the interviews conducted by 
the researcher, Olivia Hennessy. Specifically, these interviews were recorded using 
Microsoft Teams or a recording device specialised for interviews, and then 
transferred onto a transcript using Otter.ai before being proofread to ensure that the 
transcript is accurate. Each participant was provided with a participant information 
sheet to read prior to completing a consent form. The completed consent forms 
alongside the recordings and transcripts were stored securely in OneDrive with 
access only available to the research team. To induce participants to take part in this 
research endeavour, a flyer and participant recruitment text were developed. The 
participants were made aware of the opportunity through the utilisation of email 
advertising. 
 
The questions were a typical oral history schedule with open-ended questions for the 
interviewee to narrate their own story. The student researcher firstly provided 
questions about the interviewee’s personal life such as ‘when and where were you 
born?’ and ‘what kind of place was X when you were growing up?’. The primary aim 
of these types of general, but open-ended questions are to allow the participant to 
formulate their own experiences and sense of self against the subject (the Barbican) 
at hand without too great an amount of intervention from the interviewer (Ritchie, 92-
94). More specific questions arose from the interviews, but also from themes 
discovered in the British Newspaper Archive in articles about the Barbican and its 
history, which were then used to inform both the interviews and contextualise the 
analysis of the transcripts (No author, 1983; No author, 1983).  
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Results 
 
The data from the transcripts was analysed using qualitative research (Baggott, 
2023; Bramwell, 2023; Orner, 2023; Paterson, 2023; Stanlifield, 2023) and 
participant’s responses were considered against two central questions: first, how is 
the subject articulating notions of community and why and second, how are they 
narrating their own life events through the building? The results are shown below:   
 
The Barbican as a space and place through narration 
 
The project first demonstrates how the participants narrated their own life events, 
such as childhood, through the Barbican. Sue, who was a teenager at the time, 
recalled her mother working as a barmaid at the Barbican, with Sue occasionally 
helping. She also stated that the Barbican is a significant part of her memory. 
Notably, Sue remembered her mother behind the bar with a 'big grin on her face … 
'having a natter and banter with everybody.' (Paterson, 2023). These attitudes 
contribute to the bar's and the Barbican's sense of belonging.  
 
Community 
 
Indeed, community and its formation were a central feature of many of the 
participants’ stories, illustrating their desire to showcase Lincoln’s overlooked history 
by situating the building both as a historical asset and a locus of community during 
their childhood. Roderick, for example, argued that the Barbican 'stood as a symbol 
of otherness' in the ‘downhill’ section of Lincoln, in which he perceived a distinct 
socio-economic divide between ‘uphill’ and ‘downhill’ (Orner, 2023). This specifically 
demonstrates the social class identity and positioning within the city.  
 
Another participant, Katy, considered the nature of Lincoln’s community when she 
expressed a desire that many city centre pubs that had closed were an ‘important 
part of the fabric of the city’, locating a sense of nostalgia within a Lincoln community 
organised around pubs and sociability (Baggott, 2023). The loss of that part of the 
city allows us to explore the possibility of preserving the Barbican building, which is 
positioned in a prominent part of Lincoln. This is in correspondence to Roderick’s 
testimony on uphill and downhill Lincoln. The Barbican faded away in history as it 
declined, which is why preserving this building and displaying its historical 
significance is becoming increasingly important for communities. 
 
Pub and Music Culture 
 
The project also revealed a sense of belonging within pub culture, integrating these 
memories into greater cultural narratives. For instance, Clive narrated his own life 
events through his weekly routines with his father within the pub and how the 
Barbican evolved as he grew up. Clive recalled how he and his father used to go to 
the Barbican every Saturday for lunch, generally a chip butty and a couple of 'pints', 
evoking a certain pub culture that was distinct in his generation, primarily from the 
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late 1970s to the 1990s (Stanlifield, 2023). According to Clive's perspective, the 
Barbican was a popular pub among the locals, as evidenced by several newspaper 
articles from the Lincolnshire Echo. Notably, one article in August 1983 claimed that 
the Barbican was the 'first lager bar in the country' (No author, 1983). 
 
Music was also key to pub experience in the period. Paul remembered that he was 
part of 'the Northern Soul, sort of Mod' and 'a lot of Mods and Northern Soul fanatics 
used to meet up at the Barbican'. Paul and his friends began using this area as a 
meeting point, especially during the Northern Soul socials (Bramwell, 2023). 
Compared to those who remembered the Barbican as typical of working-class family 
and community formation, Paul remembered it as a place where a sub-culture, 
primarily appealing to the young, flourished, situating both Paul and Lincoln in wider 
narratives of musical history through his memories of the Barbican. All these 
recollections provide interesting leads into hidden histories of the local past that form 
starting points for future work as the Barbican project is completed.  
 
UROS Experience 
 
Whilst working on my UROS project, I was able to acquire an array of skills, including 
effective communication, time management, and IT skills such as working with 
Microsoft Teams. This experience has been extremely useful to help me prepare for 
my Master’s in Museum Studies at the University of Leicester. This project has 
allowed me to prepare more effectively and understand how to conduct research 
proposals and data collection while also obtaining ethical approval. These insights 
will be particularly beneficial to my Master’s dissertation and advantageous for future 
employment alongside further study for a PhD. Working with my supervisor through 
the ethical and research process has allowed me to become more familiar with the 
procedure in my future studies. My supervisor has been communicative and 
supportive, specifically providing me with research advice for my future studies. We 
have also discussed how this research will enable me to develop my confidence 
while managing my time in a more intensive working environment.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Ultimately, this project highlights the significance of the built environment in relation 
to social change and a sense of belonging. Social change in relation to the Barbican 
is perceived through the changing landscape of Lincoln and ordinary people – by 
losing the part of the city’s pub life, there is the opportunity to preserve the Barbican. 
This research demonstrates there is a larger cultural and historical context that 
separates Lincoln, but the Barbican is positioned as a nexus to situate the city within 
much broader narratives of community, leisure, and the uses of nostalgia in twenty-
first century Britain. Utilizing ordinary people’s oral testimonies connects their stories 
to greater cultural narratives. Therefore, the future of the Barbican, alongside a more 
general study of heritage and life story research, could contribute to pertinent 
discourses of heritage and local placemaking.  
 



IMPact                                                                                            University of Lincoln 
Volume 7(3) 
 
 

 

 ISSN: 2516-7561                                          Journal of Higher Education Research 
 

References 
 
Primary Material 
 
Interviews 
 
Baggott, K (2023). Interviewed by Olivia Hennessy. 2nd August, Online. 
 
Bramwell, P (2023). Interviewed by Olivia Hennessy. 26th July, Online. 
 
Orner, R (2023). Interviewed by Olivia Hennessy. 20th July, Online. 
 
Paterson, S (2023). Interviewed by Olivia Hennessy. 7th August, Online. 
 
Stanlifield, C (2023). Interviewed by Olivia Hennessy. 2nd August, Online. 
 
Newspapers 
 
No author (1983). ‘Lincoln lager bar may be the first in country’, Lincolnshire Echo, 
2nd August. Available at: 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000332/19830802/003/0003?b
rowse=false (Accessed 18th February 2024). 
 
No author (1983). ‘The Barbican Hotel: Grand Re-Opening’, Lincolnshire Echo, 23rd 
March. Available at: 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000332/19830323/011/0011?b
rowse=false  
 
Secondary Readings 
 
Abrams, L. (2016) Oral History Theory. Available from: 
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.126613?query=abrams+oral+hist
ory&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Dabrams%2Boral%2Bhistory%2B%26target%3De
ds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&
target=eds  
 
Armitage, S. and Gluck, Berger S. (1998) Reflections on Women’s Oral History: An 
Exchange. Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies 19 (3), 1-11. Available from: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3347083.pdf  
 
Catterall, S. and Gildart, K. (2020) Keeping the Faith: A History of Northern Soul. 
Available from: https://web-p-ebscohost-
com.proxy.library.lincoln.ac.uk/ehost/ebookviewer/ebook/bmxlYmtfXzI1NzE0MzNfX0
FO0?sid=eeb9d5d9-16d2-4f06-b7c8-
5fd18d78beb5@redis&vid=0&format=EB&lpid=lp_17&rid=0  
 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000332/19830802/003/0003?browse=false
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000332/19830802/003/0003?browse=false
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000332/19830323/011/0011?browse=false
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000332/19830323/011/0011?browse=false
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.126613?query=abrams+oral+history&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Dabrams%2Boral%2Bhistory%2B%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.126613?query=abrams+oral+history&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Dabrams%2Boral%2Bhistory%2B%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.126613?query=abrams+oral+history&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Dabrams%2Boral%2Bhistory%2B%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.126613?query=abrams+oral+history&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Dabrams%2Boral%2Bhistory%2B%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3347083.pdf
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


IMPact                                                                                            University of Lincoln 
Volume 7(3) 
 
 

 

 ISSN: 2516-7561                                          Journal of Higher Education Research 
 

George, B. (2022) Lincoln’s Cornhill Quarter: A Surprising Rich History. 
 
Greenhalgh, J. (2018) Reconstructing Modernity: Space, Power and Governance in 
Mid-twentieth Century British Cities. Available from: 
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/e089mww/1712441?query=social+change+and
+space+in+britain&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Dsocial%2Bchange%2Band%2Bsp
ace%2Bin%2Bbritain%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ay
es&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds  
 
Leavy, P. (2011) Oral History: Understanding Qualitative Research. Available from: 
https://web-s-ebscohost-
com.proxy.library.lincoln.ac.uk/ehost/ebookviewer/ebook/bmxlYmtfXzM1NTEwN19fQ
U41?sid=f53153b4-5ce4-4b0a-98ce-4662db890735@redis&vid=0&format=EB&rid=1 
 
McDowell, S. (2016) ‘Heritage, Memory and Identity’ in Peter Howard (ed.) The 
Routledge Research Companion to Heritage and Identity 
 
Neary, M., Saunders, G., Hagyard, A. and Derricott, D. (2014). Student as producer 
research-engaged teaching, an institutional strategy. Available from: 29175816.pdf 
(core.ac.uk) 
 
Ritchie, Donal A. (2003) Doing Oral History: a Practical Guide. Available from: 
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.105042?query=doing+oral+histor
y&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Ddoing%2Boral%2Bhistory%26target%3Deds%26fa
cet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=e
ds  
 
Sandiford, P, Divers P (2019). ‘The pub as a habitual hub: Place attachment and the 
Regular customer’ International Journal of Hospitality Management, 83. Available 
from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0278431918303840?casa_token=
Wz8C1TtJm0wAAAAA:4wmq96N5O_6ae9j8eRve0owUoeD5bjLr3yCCWjZ5Hk5Dbhv
UWWiD3O3y3brHx8h8UKz8Kimwmw  
 
Tewdwr-Jones, Mark. (2011) Urban Reflections: Narratives of Place, Planning and 
Change. Available from: https://web-p-ebscohost-
com.proxy.library.lincoln.ac.uk/ehost/ebookviewer/ebook/bmxlYmtfXzE1NzM0NDhfX
0FO0?sid=da750f0e-9918-424b-b522-
79ba158ff408@redis&vid=0&format=EB&rid=1  
 
Thurnell-Read, T. (2023) 'It's a Small Little Pub, but Everybody Knew Everybody': 
Pub Culture, Belonging and Social Change. Sociology, 1-17. Available from: 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/00380385231185936  
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/29175816.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/29175816.pdf
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.105042?query=doing+oral+history&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Ddoing%2Boral%2Bhistory%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.105042?query=doing+oral+history&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Ddoing%2Boral%2Bhistory%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.105042?query=doing+oral+history&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Ddoing%2Boral%2Bhistory%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds
https://library.lincoln.ac.uk/items/eds/cat04851a/uln.105042?query=doing+oral+history&resultsUri=items%3Fquery%3Ddoing%2Boral%2Bhistory%26target%3Deds%26facet%255B0%255D%3Dfulltext%253Ayes&facet%5B0%5D=fulltext%3Ayes&target=eds
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0278431918303840?casa_token=Wz8C1TtJm0wAAAAA:4wmq96N5O_6ae9j8eRve0owUoeD5bjLr3yCCWjZ5Hk5DbhvUWWiD3O3y3brHx8h8UKz8Kimwmw
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0278431918303840?casa_token=Wz8C1TtJm0wAAAAA:4wmq96N5O_6ae9j8eRve0owUoeD5bjLr3yCCWjZ5Hk5DbhvUWWiD3O3y3brHx8h8UKz8Kimwmw
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0278431918303840?casa_token=Wz8C1TtJm0wAAAAA:4wmq96N5O_6ae9j8eRve0owUoeD5bjLr3yCCWjZ5Hk5DbhvUWWiD3O3y3brHx8h8UKz8Kimwmw
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

